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Picnic September 13 (See page 5)

We feature an IMP?

Destination: Texas

Election of Officers

By Ron Parks

You'll want to be sure to attend
the September meeting to
ensure that you do or do not, as
the case may be. get elected to
office. It i1s possible to get
elected to office without being
present. Ask John Zeno? Also.
you'll want to pay vyour
membership dues as soon as
possible so that you'll have the
right to vote. Only members In
good standing are allowed to
vote per the by-laws.

il you're imerested in runniing
for any of the elected offices, let
someone know so that vou may
be nominated. The offices that
are voted on are: President,
Vice-President, Secretary,
Treasurer and Member at Large.
Other positions are appointed by
the president or volunteer
positions.

September will be an important
meeting . See you there!

MG Car Club
Exclusive Offer

By Ron Parks

There’s this great deal in town at
the Lithuanian Social Club,
exclusively for MG Car Club
members. Triumph Club
members don’t get to do it.
Miata Club members don’t get

OFFER - Continued on Page 2
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Sauthwesrern Ohio Centre of the MG Cur Club

MG Car Club Monthly Meeting
The Southwestern Ohio Centre of the MG
Car Club meets on the third Wednesday of
every month at the Lithuanian Social Club,
922 Valley Street. Dayton, at 8:00pm.

The next meeting will be.
September 17, 1997

Club Membership Information
Membership dues of the Southwestern
Ohio Centre of the MG Car Club are
eighteen dollurs ($18.00) per year. payable
during Sebterber and October. On January
Ist the names of delinquent members are
removed from the roster. See Linda Wolfe

for further membership information

MG Car Club Officers

President ....eeievinrecnnnnanne Skip Peterson
phone........... . 293-2819
email 1. MGBSkip@aol.com
email 2....70721.3720@ compuserve.com

Vice-President .....c.coccevvinne. Karl Sparklin
phone ... 426-6068
email...... sparklik @ dma.org

Secretary Ellen Sparklin
phone ... 426-606%
emarl ..o star@ dma.org

Treasurer ... Dick Smith
phone ... 434-1750
ematl rsmithomo@ aol.com

Member at Large ........... Matt Schneider
phone ... ... 427-0074

phone

phone ...
AMombe
phone
cnill
hovl_Iwolfe @ki2servermveca obio gon
Octagon News Editor....... Dave McCann
home ... 3995711
WOTK. 259-4340
fax....... U UUP PR 399-1145
ematl................... dmccann@bdm.com
L Abrarian... e | John Wolfe
phone ... 420-0847
Historian & DIXMYTH........ Dick Smith
phone ... 434-1750
ematl. ... rsmithomo @ aol.com
MG News Hotline.......ccovevevuneneen 434-1287
British Car BBS ......cccovvvvvvennnn. 434-1655

Web Page......oovvriiiiiiiiiccccececenee
.. www.car-list.com/carclub/mgskip.htmi
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Upcoming Events

September

13 Highway Cleanup Mc-D s in Vandalia 9:00am

13  Picnic Sparklin’s (map included this issue) 2:00pm

14 Concours D’Elegance Natural History Museum
(Museum of Discovery)

14  British Car Show & Swap Meet Chesterland, Chio

14 Battle of the Brits Sterling Heights, Michigan
17 MGCC Meeting Lithuania Club
21 British Motor Car Day on the River Evansville, Indiana

November

December

January

Februray

March

26-28 Indy British Motor Days Indianapolis Motor Speedway

October ¢ ¢T \(”: -ECD‘ /ﬂu:f’“’j— 17'2 Mhures TRQ

-3 Fish-Ery Lithuania Club 6:00pm-10:00pm-
15 MGCC Meeting Lithuania Club

1 Highway Cleanup Mc-D s in Vandalia 9:00am
7  Fish Fry Lithuania Club 6:00pm-10:00pm
19 MGCC Meeting Lithuania Club

6 Christmas Party Skip & Jennifer Peterson’s
21 MGCC Meeting Lithuania Club
18 MGCC Meeting Lithuania Club
18 MGCC Meeting Lithuania Club
15 MGCC Meeting Lithuania Club

20 MGCC Meeting Lithuania Club

OFFER - Continued from Page 1

to do it. Even the Austin Healey
Club members don’t get to do it.
Just MG Car Club members get
a FREE fish dinner, FREE beer
and get this—you as a member of
the MG Car Club get to play
cards all evening, FREE. You
still get the FREE fish dinner.
You still get the FREE beer.
And, yes, believe it or not, on
top of all this, you get to deal

showdown until

FREE!

10:00pm.,

You're asking yourself, "How
can [ cash in on this amazing
opportunity?” Well, friends, all
you have to do is show up at the
Lithuanian Social Club at
6:00pm on October 3, 1997 and
all these amazing benefits are
yours! But, you’'re saying to
yourself, “Something this good
comes along once in a blue

From the Old Editor

by Ron Parks

Thank you all for the help and
cooperation you’ve given me
over the last year and a half of
getting this newsletter produced.
['ll miss going to Asylum
Graphics once a month. It’s so
peaceful there strolling the
grounds with the people dressed
Folding paper and
Does Asylum
seem appropriate for a group
like ours? ['don’t know?

in white.
licking stamps.

[ have enjoyed doing these some
20 issues of the Octagon news,
although 1 must admit that panic
set in a few times at first “What
in the world am [ going to put in
this newsletter this month?”
But. many of yvou came through
with articles, photos and input
that was of interst to all. OK,
with some badgering from an
overzealous editor. T think Skip
took most of the
Anyway, my sincere gratitude

abuse.

goes out to all of you! I found
your articles interesting and I
think others did too.

moon.” “I'll want to do this
over and over again!™  Well
friends, you are in luck, because
you can do it again on
November 7, 1997. Not
December 7th, Pearl Harbor
Day, not January 7th, Not
February 7th, but November 7th.
Weeks before Thanksgiving
Day, you’ll be able to do it
again!

Be there or be square.
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Destination: Texas

by Dave Gribler

As I write this, BCD *97 1s still a
fresh memory and memories of
our trip to Texas are quickly
fading. Better get this down on
paper before these memories
blur. Lois and I again attended
the annual North American
MGA Register “Get Together”
held this year in Grapevine,
Texas. Grapevine is a small
community Jocated just North of
the Dallas-Fort Worth airport.
This is the ninth consecutive GT
we have attended, having driven
to all in our trusty, roadworthy
but pitiful looking MGA Mark 11
roadster. Having attended the
past eight GT's, meeting all the
wonderful people who attend
them vear after vear and having
such a fun time, missing GT-22
was not an option. After all, it’s
only 4 Iittle over 1.000 miles to
Texas; one way!

Planning for the trip started back
in January when I put in for the
vacation days needed to make it
happen. In true British Car
Enthusiast form, 1 managed to
procrastinate on sending the
registration form and fees and
making the hotel reservation
until May. I finally got around
to preparing the car for the trip
two full days before departure.

Most people get a bit nervous
about driving a 35 year old,
notoriously undependable
British sportscar to the park for a
Saturday afternoon car show. 1
guess we're a little different. 1
figure if man made it (and it
breaks), man can put it back

TEXAS - Continued on Page 6

Featured Car of the Month

An IMP?

by Paul Wehner

1 know, I know, it's not an MG.
But what can I say, I have a big
heart for the lost orphans with
no clubs this side of the pond.

I bought the car in 1989 while
Paula was at a convention in St.
Louis for Discovery Toys. which
she use to sell. I had been
looking for a work car and she
was surc [ was going to buy the
1963 Buick Special with the
215CT V8 (GM design - sold to
Rover. MGB-V8 right) which
we had looked at a few days
earlier. Needless to say, she left
and a new Trading Post came
out. “Sunbeam IMP 200"
And ' drove it home. And then
regularly for almost 2 years.
Problems? Only one major one,
getting a coolant Jeak and
overheating the all aluminum
engine. It warped everything,
total rebuild. With kids, about 5
years in storage. Finally last
summer | put the motor in and
drove it home from storage.

Cumberland Falls
by MG

by Ron Parks

It was a cool morning on
Saturday August 23, 1997 when
we headed south with the top up
on our MGB. This weekend
was our last chance to have a
little getaway before the
students descended on Linda at
school. She had already been
working for a week. but the
really stressful time starts when
the kids arrive.

I had done a little preparation
the night before: topped off the
oil, checked the brake and clutch
fluids, checked the belts for

FALLS - Continued on Page 4

Some of you may never huve
seen an IMP or have and
wondered what 1t was. It's 4
small, 2 door, 4 seater. with a
massive 875c¢c, overhead cam.
water cooled, rear mounted
engine. Built by the Rootes
group. This is coupled to a 4
speed transaxle and the longest
IMP - Continued on Page 5

S TRI CTULY
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tightness, installed a new
radiator cap and checked the air
pressure in the tires. You know I
haven't checked that spare for a
while. I need to do that. I
packed all the tools, that
fortunately we didn’t need and
rearrarged a little in the boot, to
get our bags in. We traveled
light.

Stopping by the Dayton Mall to
get money from the Credit
Union MAC Machine that
morning reminded me of
meeting there to go to the
Cincinnati car show.

We had reservations at the
Boone Tavern Hotel in Berea,
Kentucky. for lunch. Great food
and old Kentucky charm. The
restaurant employs students
from Berea College, who you're
not suppose to tip. You may
leave a donation for the student
fund, but no tipping. The
students work there in exchange
for part of their tuition. After a
leisurely lunch, I took a picture
of the two new BMW roadsters
in the parking lot, one British
Racing Green and one black, for
a friend whce owns one. Our
MG was in the picture too of
course. The real thing! Oh, yes,
the top was down at this point
and stayed down the rest of the
weekend After hitting all the
little shops there, one of which
has crafts made by the college
students, we resumed our trek to
Corbin Kentucky.

The MG ran great! Cruising at
65 mph on I-75 we were turning
3500 to 3600 rpms. Sure, we
could smell that familiar motor

oil aroma from time to time, but
other than that the trip was
thankfully uneventful,
mechanically speaking.

Well, we arrived at the Corbin
exit, turned right and looked for
the Holiday Inn. There’s the
Best Western up on the hill, but
no Holiday Inn. We kept going
on the curvy, hilly road until we
were suirounded by nothing but
countryside. Upon returning we
could understand why we hadn’t
tound the Holiday Inn.
Apparently the local zoning
laws do not permit scarring that
beautiful landscape with high
bill boards and signs. The
Holiday Inn itself is way up on
the hill out of sight and the sign,
a relatively small one. is at street
level. As I walking back to the
car after checking in. a little boy
about 8 or 9 years old said with
his Ky. accent, “Ay lack that
car!” He said he’d seen one like
it down at the gas station.

We headed out to the falls on
25W, this wonderfully curvy and
hilly, made for MG’s road. Got
to drive that road several times
as we returned the next morning
for brunch at the DuPont Lodge,
so named because of the DuPont
Family land grant for
Cumberland Falls State Park.
The breakfast buffet was good
and very reasonable at $5.25 per
person. The view from the
lodge dining room overlooks the
Cumberland river, just upstream
from the falls.

We found the falls to be more
beautiful in the morning than it
had been the previous afternoon.
In the morning rainbows appear

in the mist whereas in the
afternoon, the mountain casts a
shadow on the falls. T took
several pictures, if you can
believe that? Don’t have them
back yet, but should have some
good ones. During a full moon
a so-called moonbow appears
and the park stays open until
2:00am. The trails around the
falls are wide, paved and wheel
chair accessible. It's a very nice
little park!

We left [-75 at Lexington on the
return trip and took Route 27 to
Cincinnati. Its a good two lane
highway that winds through rich
looking horse farms, many with
picturesque stone fences lining
the road. The farms gradually
begin to look poorer the further
you get from Lexington. We
stopped in Cynthiana where [
looked in their small phone
book for someone I'd been in
the army with and hadn’t seen
since 1968. Sure, enough he
was listed. He came to where
we were with his son and we
talked for a while. We didn’t get
to see it, but, he has restored his
57" Chevy that he's owned
since high school.

Somewhere just south of
Cincinnati, we got sprinkled on
just a little. Drove out of it
quickly. From Cincinnati we
took Route 42 through Lebanon
and on home through Xenia and
Yellow Springs. It was a very
nice relaxing weekend of
driving the MG on some great
country roads and dining at two
fine Kentucky restaurants. We
didn’t see another MG the entire
weekend although we did see a
TR6.
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John Zeno has these caravaning
tips:

Leader

1. Maintain steady lawtul speed
2. After going thru town or
caravan gets spread out slow up
to let everbody catch up or stop
if possible.

Drivers

1. Faster cars and drivers at the
rear.

2. Use turn signals and then turn
them off.

3. On 4 lane or more highways
keep closed up and maintain
stopping distance.

4. On 2 lane roads keep enough
distance between vour car and
car in front of you so other cars
can pass.

5. Don't
intersections.

block road or

6. Car trouble or if you have to
stop flash lights. others flash
lights till leader stops.

Bill Hammond also sends this
tp:

To clean scum, haze, and even
pinhole surface rust off chrome,
crumple a piece of aluminum
foil, dip it in plain water, and
scrub. The aluminum foil will
not scratch chrome, but will
scrub off rust and stuff. Then
wipe the surface dry and
immediately wax and polish it
for a ‘like new’ appearance.

Minutes of the
August Meeting

recorded by Jennifer Peterson

The meeting was called to order
at 8:02 pm. August 20. A round
of applause for everyone
involved in the BCD ‘97. A
ball park estimate of income
from the car show was $2110
from Stinson’s day of show, plus
the concession brought in about
$1100. Other members reported
on positive comments they
heard at the
discussion about leaving more

show, some
money in the show account to
start next vear, awards being
presented early seemed like a
good idea, and each committee
chair should prepare a report on
their respective work for a
meeting to be scheduled in late
September to discuss this year’s
show and start on next vears.

The c¢lub picnic will be held
13 at the
Sparklin’s. Directions should be

Saturday. Sept.
in the newsletter, [Ed: look on
page 5} each member should
bring a dish to share. The club
will provide the meat, drinks
and paper products. The event
will be held in the afternoon,
after the highway cleanup
scheduled in the morning on the

13th.

Treasurer Dick Smith reported a
of $719,
expenses of $85.52 for printing

staring balance

and an ending balance of

$635.34.

Membership report from Linda
Wolfe, introducing guests Rick
and Nancy Feeback, Tom and
Debbie Hazelbaker, and new
members Donald Sprude of
Brookville and Fred and Betty
Shaneyfelt of Kettering.

Ron Parks is stepping down as
newsletter editor.

Highway cleanup 1s set for
Saturday, Sept. 13 at McDonalds
in Vandalia at 9 am.

Indy British Motor Days are
Sept. 26-28. We may organize a
caravan for Sunday the 28th.

Elections are scheduled tfor this
meeting. and vour dues are also
due. You must pay your dues to

cast a vote or run for office.

The Wolfe's are planning a fall
tour, more details to come.

Dan Callahan’s MGA coupe
was purchased by Joe Hooker’s
friends, the Finch's. of Kansas
City.

Michael Smith then presented
his ideas and plans to possibly
create an MG Museum 1n the
area. He has a degree in
museum science and 1s
researching this project. Dick
Smith, John Wolfe, Steve Powell
and Randy Balogh all agreed to
be part of a steering committee

for the project.

Meeting adjourned about 9:30
pm.







