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TRIBUTE TO DAN CALLAHAN

In Memory of
Dan Callahan

By Skip Peterson

here are people you meet
T in life. and right from the

get go, you're either
friends or not. Dan Callahan was
one of those guys, and right off, we
were friends. We weren't best
friends, but as the years go by, the
memories of the past six years will
linger long after othicrs have faded

complelety.

With Dan, you never had to read
between the lines. He spoke plain
English, clear, and simple. Yes
was yes, no was no, and his word
was a good as gold. If Dan said he
was going to do it, it got done. He
wasn't big on titles, he never
wanted to be an officer of the club,
or hold an "official titte". He just
wanted to work on cars, drive
them, and have some fun.

Selfish- something Dan couldn't
even try to define. There wasn't a
selfish bone in his body. He had
no "secrets", whether it was how to
fix something on a car. or how to
cut wood, or cut the grass. If
someone asked, he would share
everything he knew.
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was at British Car Days in 1991. 1

vividly remember meeting several

members of the club, one of whom
was Danny Callahan. Danny made
a great effort to make Vickie and |

feel at home that day.

Danny had a cute childlike chuckle
that I will always remember about
him.

[ think that the participation of all
of Danny’s friends at all
ceremonies is a testimony as to
what a great husband. father, and
friend he was to all.

We will all miss him greatly
because he was truly worth
knowing!

Dan Wagner

Minutes of
May Meeting

By Vickie Wagner
inutes of the the Apriil
17, 1996 meeting were
read by Vickie
Wagner and approved

on a motion by Dick Smith
seconded by John Wolfe.

The financial report indicating a
beginning balance of $1,648.62,
income of $17.63, expenses of
$754.44 and an ending balance of
$911.81: was approved on a motion
by Ed Hill, seconded by John
Wolfe.

When asked for a report on the
Highway Cleanup, Dan Callahan
replied simply “We picked up
trash!” He then went on to explain
that we concentrated on the
interchanges and stayed away from
the highway as much as possible
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since the State hadn’t put the with good swap meets--Lots of
caution signs out. They probably parts.
had the signs out the week before

when we got rained out. The banner has been found. Tim

Dan Callahan also reported that Oricko has it

nine people arrived at the tune-up
clinic. We put a new leaf spring in
a B, bled the break lines on his A
and tore into the engine of a Jag.

BCCD planning meeting/picnic is
set for 1:00pm Saturday at
Eastwood park. The food vendors
permit has been mailed, MG
Automotive, Wheels and Strictly
British are sponsors. Awards of
excellance will be awarded. Last
year there were 64 plaques. The

Joe Hooker and Tim Oricko
attended the Richfield Car show
and the Vintage British Car show.
They said they were good shows
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I worked on removing the rear
bolts on the shackle. Dan removed
the front one and took the air
wrench to the nuts on the “U”
bolts.

It was just dumb luck that | had
stopped at a friend’s house in Enon
on the way over, to get some
advice on the procedure since he
had installed new leaf springs on a
B that he used to own. He said, ™
here you might need these™ as he
handed me four new “U” bolts. |
say it was dumb luck, because |
just happened to stop by when he
had stopped back at his house for
just a few minutes on his way to his
son’s graduation at Miami. We
needed two of those “U™ bolts to
replace the rusted ones that broke
when Dan attempted to remove
them.

After putting the spriﬁg in place
and tightening the front and rear
bolts, I encountered some difficulty
lining up the *“U” bolts. After
banging around on them and
talking to them respectfully. they
came through the holes. When Dan
couldn’t get the nut to go onto one
of the bolts, I had to admit that | hit
the threads when trying to line
them up. I had admit it because
Steve Powell told on me. Anyway,
Dan didn’t say anything. he just
went and got a tap and cleaned up
the threads. I said, “What's that?”
He said, ** A tap.”

Now came the time to tighten the
nuts on the “U" bolts. Dan asked
everyone in general how many
pounds torque to use. Steve Powell
suggested 40 pounds and I think it
was Dick Smith who agreed. Dan
said this is 80 as he adjusted the air
wrench down. Then he asked me,
“Well, do you want to twist them
off or do you want me to.” I said,
“Go ahead, we’ve got two more.”

The Octagon News (June 1996)

I’'m sure I would have been
tightening the nuts on the second
set if we would have broken the
first ones.

When we finished and the car was
still on the jack stands, I said that |
was going to be real disappointed if
this doesn’t raise the driver side of
the car substantially. Car back on
the floor, Dan measured to the
botton of the fender over the
wheels and it was 23 1/2 inches on
both sides. Great!

By now some more people had
arrived. Dan moved on to his A in
preparation for bleeding the brake
lines. John Wolfe was on the
peddle, Dan was under the car and
I was adding brake fluid. I learned
very quickly that you don’t allow
brake fluid to contact paint.

About the time we got that job
done, Mary brought out some subs
that really hit the spot along with
one of the beers | had brought.

As | was about to leave, Ed Hill
arrived in his green MGB and Dave
Gribbler pulled up in the Jag. |
understand they did something to
the manifolds on Dave’s engine?
Ed Hill was checking out his rear
brakes.

At the meeting last month,when 1
thanked Dan for helping me install
my new spring, he asked, *“ Is it
still on there?” and laughed

I'll think of you Dan, every time [
look at my car setting level or
enjoy the much improved ride.

Ron Parks

MG ‘96’
INDY NEWS

By Skip Peterson

n original design T-shirt
for our car club
members has been

designed and
ordered for the trip to MG Indy 96.
The shirts are khaki colored with
British Racing Green imprinting.
The front of the shirt shows the
MG Indy 96 logo with
drawings of an MGTD., MGA and
MGB roadster. The left sleeve will
have the MG Car Club SW Ohio
Centre logo on it.

Only 36 of these shirts are being
made and the cost is $11 per piece.
There is no prefit involved in this
venture, that is the cost to produce
them with the screen charges.
Linda Wolfe will take the
reservations for the shirts at the
June 19 meeting.

There are 6 M, 12 Large and 18 XL
shirts available. We ask that
members attending the Indy event
get first chance to purchase the
shirts.

Please bring your cash or check
(payable to Skip Peterson) on the
19th if possible. The shirts are
being delivered on June 24 and
Skip will have them with him when
we meet on June 27th to head to
Indy. Any leftover shirts will

be available on a first come, first
served basis at the same cost.




Plans
MG Indy Caravan:

We'll be traveling to the MG Indy
96 gathering in a caravan leaving
Dayton on Thursday, June 27th.
We'll take route 40 to Indianapolis
which should take us about 2 1/2 to
3 hours. There are 10 couples
who have rooms at the
headquarters hotel, but we would
like everyone who can leave with
us on Thursday to join the caravan.
We'll meet at Meijer's on Rte 48
at I-70(Englewood) at Noon on
Thursday, June 27.  T'll have
maps to Indy and the hotel for all
involved.  Please let Linda Wolfe
know at the June 19th meeting if
you can join us for the caravan
over to Indy. 1 have no further
information about the plans during
the weekend, except that the main
car show and gathering will be
Saturday at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. I have heard that the
NAMGBR and the NAMGAR are
having separate car shows on
Friday for their individual marques,
so I'm sure we'll have lots of things
to do on Friday. We'll head back
to Dayton sometime on Sunday,
probably sometime in the early
afternoon. We look forward to
having a great weekend with over
1000 MG's in Indy.

Indy Tentative Schedule

The tentative schedule for MG Indy
96 goes like this:

Wednesday and Thursday:
Autocross classes 8am til ?

check at hotel Registration 10am-
8pm Holiday Inn Thursday-
Funkhana at hotel and self guided
driving tours Vendors arrive at
hotel Safety Fast car inspections at
hotel 3pm Newsletter editors

The Octagon News (June 1996)

conference at hotel Anders
Clausager signs books at hotel 3-5
pm

Thursday evening- Donald
Davison( Indy 500 historian) and
Anders Clausager give talks and
Q&A at hotel

Friday

Registration 10-8 at hotel

Car shows at Ropke Military
Museum separate shows put on by
the registers for the T, A, B, and C.
All shows are at the Ropke site.

Saturday-

Arrive at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway at 9 am, upon entrance
take a lap around the track and then
proceed to the display area.

Noon- Panoramic photo taken

Ipm awards 3pm charity awards
presentation

S5pm -til ?
dinner at the Indy Zoo- dinner is in
two seatings at 6:20 and 7:20

No firm plans on Sunday.

These are the events as planned on
June 9th.  I'm sure some members
made reservations for the dinner at
the zoo, if you didn't, it's too late.
There will be a clean up car wash
area at the hotel available each day,
and there will likely be parking lot
parties each evening.

From the
Editor

Ron Parks

ou might have noticed
Sf that we’ve skipped a
number on the volume
this month. The Volume
Number for April should have been
Volume XXIX No. 5 and May

should have been No. 6. Hence,
June is Volume XXIX No. 7.

Remember. any and all
contributions to the newsletter are
always welcome. You can mail
them to me at 4101 Grossepoint
Street, Springfield, OH 45502, Or
if you prefer the information super
highway, my E-Mail address is:
FKZS47A@prodigy.com I’'m also
on the British Cars BBS as Ron
Parks. Any of those methods will
work fine or you can call me at
home (322-0717) or at work (445-
4623) and we can arrange to meet
and transfer materials or conduct an
interview.

We need a member car to feature
next month.










