




















'™ How I Passed E-Check
By
Ron Parks

My 1974 MGB had no air pump nor did it have related belt, hoses,
valves, etc. when | boughf ;g little over two years ago. It wasn't a
problem then. However, the Ohio B-Check going into effect in 1996,
meant that my MG had to pass the emissions test before March. Since
I don't drive it during the wintez meaghs, it had to pass prior to being
tucked away in the barn for the winter. Well, I thought, "Why not just
take it in for a test. Maybe it'll pass as is?" Wrong!

On the first attempt it passed the loaded test where they run it up to 25
mph, but failed the idle test. Emissions of both carbon monoxide, CO,
and hydrocarbons, HC, were high on the idle test. I then took it to
Steve Miller at MG Automotive who installed an air pump, hoses,
valves and belt to make the emission control system functional. He
also leaned the carburetor mixture and installed a winter thermostat.

$400 later, on my second attempt, it still failed the idle test. This time
the CO emissions passed by a large margin, but the HC reading had
gone up quite a lot. Lowering the CO emission drives the HC reading
up and visa versa. Prior to my third attempt, Steve Miller enriched the
mixture to the orange color in the spark plug visual indicator. This
brought the CO up and the HC down enough to pass.

By the way, I learned that money spent replacing emission control
equipment that was suppose to be there anyhow, does not count
toward the minimum expenditure required to get a waiver. Also, any
money spent for emission repair at a non-certified repair facility, such
as MG Automotive, does not count towards getting a waiver if your
car cannot pass. I did find one certified repair facility in the area who
would work on MG's, the Japanese Connection in Springfield. They
said they would have to have it for 4 days or more. I asked them if
they keep the cars they're working on locked inside at night and they
said no. Fat chance I'm going to leave my MG setting on East Main
street in downtown Springfield for 4 days and nights. There would be
nothing left but the frame if that?

I decided to take it to MG Automotive and gamble that we could make
it pass. The gamble paid off since it passed on the thirda  hpt. Oh
yes, the first test costs you $19.50; the second is free; and the third and
subsequent tests cost you $19.50 each.

Hopefully, my experience will help others pass within 2 attempts. If
you chose to take your car to Steve Miller at MG Automotive for help
in passing, go with the knowledge that he has copies my test results of
all three attempts and knows exactly what was done between each
attempt. I of course also have copies of my test results and will gladly
share them. Good luck!

"In a hurry are we, sir?"

Two members of the Lothian and Borders traffic police were out on
the Berwickshire moors with a radar gun recently, happily engaged in
apprehending speeding motorists, when their equipment suddenly
locked-up completely with an unexpected reading of well over 300
mph. The mystery was explained seconds later as a low flying Harrier
hurtled over their heads. The boys in blue, upset at the damage to their
radar gun, put in a complaint to the RAF, but were somewhat
chastened when the RAF pointed out that the damage might well have
been more severe. The Harrier's target-seeker had locked on to the
‘enemy’ radar and triggered an automatic retaliatory air-to-surface
missile attack. Luckily(?) the Harrier was operating unarmed.

Gee Officer, sorry about your patrol car........



