


handle )e a pig compared to the Miata.
5a) That may be true. But if you ever drove an MG Midget, you
would find that MG knew how to design a car that handles. Midget
handling has been likened to near Lotus handling, and certainly the best
of any mass produced car by an internet car group. And yes, there are
a number of Miata owners on that group.

6) The MGB has non-power "fast" steering, which means I
have to turn the wheel much faster to make a turn.
6a) Do I have to apologize if Muffy the Miata driver breaks a sweat
driving an MGB? If you are worried about using a little energy turning
the wheel, get a Lincoln Towncar with its over-boosted power
steering.

7) There is no challenge to the Miata from Lucas electrics,
which on the MGB can keep you amused for hours.
7a) Please keep in mind that the newest MG electrical system is at
least 15 years old. Must Lucas electric fun is due to poor connections.
Are all Miata connectors gold plated, or will they corrode in 15 years?
And I would rather have the alternator rebuilt on my MG than on a
Miata, $60 versus $105. 1 guess if you pay three times as much for the
car, paying close to twice as much for an alternator rebuild is a
bargain!

8) You save money with an MGB because you can't put
headrest speakers in them (like I had to with the Miata).
8a) I seriously doubt you HAD to put them in your Miata. Of course
I can understand the need for a nice stereo. On an MG you have such
wonderful exhaust sounds you don't want to cover them up. On a
Miata? Let me quote from another portion of the Miata club's
newsletter: "He now has for sale a Walker DynaMax TurboFlow
muffler with stainless steel tip. ... Sound is a very mellow low pitched
note reminiscent of old English sports cars." It would be far cheaper
to buy an MGB than a Miata and then put in an aftermarket exhaust.
If you want the sound, get the original!

9) I can spend a whole day balancing the SU carbs on the
MGB, and still have it running rough. The Miata has that darned fuel
injection which has nothing to play with.
9a) Ifit takes all day and it still runs rough you have a problem. There
was probably nothing wrong with the SUs in the first place. And if
there was, a $20 rebuild kit would solve the problem. Those fuel
injectors. Mazda recommended cleaning every 15,000 miles with a

) cost of $100 (straight from the Miata newsletter). yother

disadvantage of those SUs is that you can change the needles in them
to optimize them for your driving. Install a new fuel injection system
optimized for your style? I don't think so!

10) I'love pulling into a full service gas station in the MGB and
asking them to check the oil level in the carburetors! Can't do that
with the Miata.
10a) Must be more of that Muffy and Uncle Biff deal. Full service gas
station? Poor Muffy can't get her hands dirty, and Uncle Biff is headed
to the yacht club and can't smell like gas? Again, the oil in the carbs
allows one to further tune the MG to the owner's driving style. So
what does a Miata owner do to tweak their car to their own driving
style? Don't know, but I'll bet it isn't cheap!

11) The MGB has a much larger "boot" than the Miata, and
you can put stuff in it, the Miata "boot" only holds the soft top. :~(
11a) May have to go easy on this one since you already know ours is
bigger. :-)

12) If caught in the rain, there is much more challenge to
raising the top on the MGB, and, when it is up, you still get wet from
all the leaks. The Miata top is merely an example of Japanese
manufacture of a British design, and rarely lets one enjoy the elements
when raised.
12a) Ithink most of the answer is in 3a above. Since the Miata owner
hardly ever has the top down, of course they don't get to enjoy the
elements. A person I work with has had the top down on his 91 Miata
exactly once in the nearly five years he has owned the car. And that
was when I as an MG owner, showed him how to put it down. Must
be just a difference in character between MG ad Miata owners.

At least one other item of interest was noted in the Miata newsletter.
They have a nice article on torque, horsepower, and optimal shift
points with some accompanying tables. The item that caught my eye
was that the Miata is the only car that I know of that takes at least 0.6
seconds longer to reach 60 mph from 5 mph than from a dead stop. If
a Miata wants to race, be nice to him and let him have a rolling start,
it will kill his time!

Next time the Miata club wants to pick on somebody, maybe it should
be someone their own size. Guess which car club has the largest









