








a «_Mle of iterations, the engine should be running smoothly
(conla olled by mixture) and at a low idle. Repeat as necessary. Set
the final idle to 800-1000 RPM, depending on the condition of the
rest of the engine.

This is a standard mixture test, performed AT IDLE:
Under operation, (air filter off) lift the carb piston by 1/16" with the
lifting pin or a screwdriver, which leans the mix a tad.
If
-RPM's rise and stay up, that carb is rich.
-RPM's rise briefly, then drop, mix is about right.
-RPM’s fall, engine gets rougher- mix is lean.

step 11- Adjusting the choke- I won't get into the temperature
compensation in the type HIF, or the Thermostatic choke in the later
Strombergs. Check the manual for more info. The choke is
supposed to do two things; the first half of travel moves a cam on
each carb which opens the throttle, for warm up. The second half
pulls down on the needle seat to enrichen the mixture, for starting.

Start with the choke in the off position (knob in). Adjust the so that
the cam only starts moving the throttle after you start pulling out on
the cable (adjust with shafts and adjusting screws). Try to get both
carbs adjusted the same, so that both screws begin to hit the cam at
the same time. This is not real critical, but you can use your Uni-Syn
to match air-flow on both sides, with the choke partly engaged.

After the cable is about halfway out, it should start engaging the lever
which pulls down on the needle seats. Adjust the linkages so both
carbs are acted on equally. You can do this by adjusting for even
running of the engine. Of course, for a warm engine, the richness of
this mixture will cause some roughness. Make sure the needle seats
return freely when you release the choke.

step 12- Drink that warm beer (only one, no DWI now...) It will
taste great at this point!, go wash up, and go for a ride.

Notes:
These procedures assume that your engine/carbs are in reasonable

)operating condition. If something is malfunctioning/leaking, ¢ )his
should still help, but the results may vary. For instance, if you have
leaky carbs, worn needles, engine modifications, etc, you may find
things work better if you tune for optimum performance at open
throttle rather than idle.

The first time through carb adjustments can be confusing, once
you've done it, all of the stuff in the manuals makes sense. Go back
and read them again-

As always, I recommend Bentleys, which is a repro of the original
factory manuals, and then Haynes, and throw out the Chiltons.
(original factory manuals are to be read in a clean environment,
repros are for smearing grease all over, except, if that's all you got,
use it!) Haynes has an excellent manual just for SU carbs, it covers
operation, theory, rebuild of all models, and has needle charts for
hundreds of car/engine/carb setups. They also have a manual for
Zenith- Strombergs, which, while similar, are a whole 'nother beast.
-Safety Fast!

$ T R I C T L Y

RANDY BALOGH

BRITISH
N ———Z

RESTORATION & SERVICE

226 Kirby Road
Lebanon, Ohio 45036
513-933-0950







