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We’re Moving Again - Seriously
Honoring Our Founders
MG Car Club Officers

From the President
Terry Looft

I

F THIS WERE AT THE
LAST
MEETING,
THEN I WOULD BE
YELLING ABOUT NOW!
Those of you who were at the
last meeting would know
nothing more about the goings
on than the ones who were not
there. So, once again, our club
is on the move, and this time
by our choice rather than the
Pub. Our meeting room would
have worked out just fine
except for the fact that there
was no door on the room.
With the bar activities, the
noise level was such that you
could not speak to the person
next to you let alone conduct a
meeting. I don’t expect much
in the minutes except a bunch
of “WHAT DID HE SAY?”
quotes.
So, again our merry band of
MGers is on the move. A
number of members took the
time to check out other places
that would have us and
provide a private room for our
meetings. The next stop in our
travels will be the Rusty
Bucket, or is that the “Rusty
Bouquet” (for the Keeping up
Appearances fans)?

_________________________________
Southwestern Ohio Centre -- MG Car Club
P.O. Box 20032. Dabel Branch
Dayton, OH 45420-0032

Club Membership Information
Membership dues for the Southwestern Ohio Centre of the MG Car
Club are eighteen ($18.00) per year,
payable during September and
October. On January 1st. the names
of delinquent members are removed
from the roster. See Carole Looft for
further membership information.
MG Car Club Monthly Meeting
The Southwestern Ohio Centre of the
MG Car Club meets on the fourth
Wednesday of each month at the

Rusty Bucket, 2812 MiamisburgCenterville Road, 45459, in front
of the Dayton Mall, at 7:30pm. The
next meeting will be:
Wed, February 25, 2015

President……..……..……..........Terry Looft
phone……....…..…...…...(937) 382-1520
email…….………….……terry@looft.net
Vice President……...……..……Sam Hodges
phone………..……….......(937) 581-4767
email......................sammgb@earthlink.net
Secretary……….......................Diana Hodges
phone………..……….......(937) 581-4767
email......................sammgb@earthlink.net
Treasurer………....…............ Dave McCann
phone……...….......……..(937)-206-0293
email…….……..…..dave@mccannco.net
Member at Large….............Louie DiPasquele
phone……..………….….(937) 299-4089
email………........................ Louie? email?
President Emeritus……..………. Ron Parks
phone……...…..…...…...(937) 322-0717
email…….………mgdriver@woh.rr.com
Web Master.............................John Scocozzo
phone…….….…..………...937-291-1710
mail.....................jscocozzo@hotmail.com
Activities Chair...................................Ed Hill
phone..................................937- 461-6688
email…………..…...... ehillmgb@aol.com
Membership Chair....................Carole Looft
phone...........………….……937-382-1520
email..........….………......carole@looft.net
Librarian....…….….....................John Wolfe
phone...............…........................429-3292
Historian....................……...…….Dick Smith
phone.............……….…......937-434-1750
email……...............…rsmithomo@aol.com
WebPage…….www.mgcars.org.uk/mgccswoc

Your Octagon News Editors
Steve Markman
937-886-9566
srmarkman@att.net
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Upcoming MGCC
Events

The location for the Rusty Bucket is the Dayton Mall
location, 2812 Miamisburg Centerville Rd, Dayton. Let’s
hope this location will work for us.

Only a little to report from the workshop front, but some
work is being done. At last my powder coating set up is
Feb:
ready to be tested. I hope to have a few samples of
21 – Love Your Pet Day
powder coated items for show and tell at the meeting.
25 – Meeting at Rusty Bucket
The engine will be coming out of the V8 next week for a
detail and paint under the bonnet make over. I’m also
Mar:
hoping to redo the brakes top to bottom and top it off
25 – Meeting at Rusty Bucket (if we
with Dot 5 fluid. The problem is most of the V8 parts
don’t get kicked out after the Feb meeting)
must come from England. The front brakes are a little
different than the stock 4 cylinder MGB. The Red
See meeting minutes for other area
automatic 69B will be getting a head overhaul and the
activities!!
SUs will be getting the John Twist touch at our
carburetor overhaul class later this month in Grand
Rapids. First of the week we will do an MGA check for
progress, I hope something to report at the meeting.
Spring is just around the corner, so any projects that you had planned on for this winter should be getting
finished now. Our tune-up clinic will be here before you know it, so if you have run into any problems,
maybe we can help sort them out.
Looking forward to seeing everyone at our next meeting (Don’t forget…Rusty Bucket at the Dayton
Mall!!)

We’re Moving Again

I

n case you speed-read through Terry’s column and missed it, we’re moving again. While the Fox
& Hound looked good, our search team missed the fact that the private room lacked doors to shut
off noise from the other areas. Some very noisy event was going on there, making it next to
impossible to conduct our meeting. We sent out another search team, giving them more specific
instructions, and they came up with the Rusty Bucket, located at 2812 Miamisburg-Centerville Road,
45459, at the Dayton Mall. It’s on the South-East corner of 725 and 741, in a section of stores separate
from the main mall complex. It is visible from 725, and is next to Bravo. (Sorry, my computer skills
aren’t good enough to capture the aerial photo from the internet.)
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Honoring Our Founders
Skip Peterson
Photos by Ron Parks

T

he MG Car Club, Southwestern Ohio Centre was founded in 1966, and held it’s first meeting at
the Davis Buick dealership in Dayton, Ohio. Davis Buick also was an MG dealer, and offered
meeting space there. The club has been active ever since, and among the 100 current members,
four were at that first meeting, held 49 years ago. In December, the club wanted to honor it’s “Founders”
and presented an engraved award to each: Dick Smith, Steve Powell and John & Linda Wolfe. All are
still active and continue to own and drive MG’s. Congratulations!

The four founders of the MG Car Club, Southwestern Ohio
Centre, from left: John & Linda Wolfe, Steve Powell and
Dick Smith.

Close up of one of the awards.

Becoming “Founders” Sometime in 1966:
Our Story
Steve Powell

I

’m not sure how I found out about the first
meeting, but I do remember meeting in the sales
area of the Davis Buick dealership on South
Main Street in Dayton. It seems like there were five
or six of us there? –Too many years ago to be sure!
We purchased our first MG, a 1951 TD, in Roswell,
New Mexico in 1962. I paid $600 for the car that was
not in very good shape. However, it had no rust or
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1929 M Type
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wood rot since it had always been in the
southwest. It came back home with us to
Dayton in 1963.
Since then there have been twelve more MGs.
The oldest these was a 1929 M Type, that we
owned four or five years. We sold it without
ever having had it running. The newest one was
the primrose yellow 1969 MGC GT that I
restored in 1994. This car is currently owned
by fellow club member Tim Dunham. In
between the M Type and the MGC GT, there
were sundry TDs and TCs.

1969 MGC GT
The one I would like to have back?—1929 M
Type.
The one most fun to drive?—1955 MG TF 1500.
The easiest to drive?—1958 MGA.
The prettiest in my eyes?—1948 MG TC
Favorite car restored for others?—1939 MG WA
Sedan, restored after five years of work for a friend
in Spring Valley, OH.

1939 MG WA Sedan

Jane and I still are having fun with our MGs!

Welcome New Members
Carole Looft

John H. Smith
2124 Jackson Lane
Middleton, Ohio 45044
513-836-6573
chmalmal@gmail.com
1972 MGB GT
1973 MGB GT

Jerry & Janet Flexman
1960 Stewart Rd.
Xenia, Ohio 45385
937-374-2500
jerryef2@aol.com
1974 MGB

- Page 4 -

The Octagon News – February 2015

Welcome New Club Member Jerry Flexman
Carole Looft
e welcomed new club member
Jerry Flexman at our January
meeting. Jerry is a Psychologist
who lives in Xenia and owns a
1974 red MGB. He has owned the car for
several years and enjoys driving it on curvy
roads.

W

He acquired the car after hearing the
original owner telling someone else that his
MGB was for sale. The original owner was
a business man who was liquidating his
assets and the car was one of the things that
needed to go. Jerry inquired about the car,
and according to him, he ‘stole’ the car that
very day! It sounds like the car is in pretty
good condition and that it was indeed a ‘steal’. Good work, Jerry! We welcome you to our club, and
hope we are able to share in your MG experiences.

Pet of the Month

Steve Markman’s dogs, Bernie, Rudy, and Jasmine (l to r) waiting for their ride in Steve’s TD.
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Editor’s note – I know the following has nothing to do with British cars, but Shakespeare was British.
Keep this in your car for use when someone parks too close to your MG, or bring it to the next meeting to
use as needed.
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Oscar Mayer Wienermobile -- Iconic Hot Dog
Car -- Celebrates 75th Birthday
Editor’s Note – This was from 2011. A bit late. Sorry.

The iconic Oscar Mayer Wienermobile vehicle is seen outside of the New York Stock Exchange as part
of its day-long 75th birthday celebration, Monday, July 18, 2011. To commemorate the milestone, the
Oscar Mayer brand rang the closing bell at NYSE. | AP

The Ford Mustang. The Chevy Camaro. The Oscar Mayer Wienermobile?
The famous hot dog-shaped hot rod might be better fit for cookouts than burnouts, but that doesn't mean
it's not a classic American car.
Now celebrating its 75th birthday, earlier iterations of the sausage on wheels have been cruising the
country since 1936, when the meat-makers at Oscar Mayer created their first Wienermobile as an
attention-getting way to shuttle the company's spokesman between shops.
In the years since, the Wienermobile has evolved from a 13-foot long cylinder without a windshield to a
modern-day fleet of six sausage-shaped vehicles, which travel the country promoting the brand,according
to Time.
After a brief break from the road in the 1970s, when Oscar Mayer targeted consumers mainly with
television ads instead of enormous rolling hot dogs, the Wienermobile returned to the streets in the 1980s
and early 1990s,CNN reports.
To ring in its 75th birthday on July 18, one Oscar Mayer Wienermobile visited New York City, offering
hot dog lovers free rides across Manhattan. The movable hot dog parked in front of the New York Stock
Exchange while Oscar Mayer representatives rang the closing bell to cap off the day's trading.

Earlier this year, the Wienermobile made headlines by bringing a Dallas high school student and his
pals to prom -- in style. In 2009, one of the sausage-shaped vehicles crashed into a home in
Wisconsin.
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50 Weird Traffic Laws
Next time you complain about a speeding ticket, remember that there are much sillier things that could
get you in trouble.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

It’s illegal to wear a blindfold while driving in Alabama. It’s dangerous in all states.
It’s illegal to drive in Alaska with a dog tethered to your roof.
It’s illegal in Eureka, California to use the road as a bed.
In Glendale, California, it’s illegal to jump from a car going over 65 mph. It’s also stupid.
In England, it’s illegal to drive on the right side of the road. Of course they think the U.S. law against
driving on the left side of the road is weird.
In Connecticut, it’s illegal to hunt from a car, even if it’s painted bright orange.
There’s no driving through playgrounds in Georgia, but it is kind of fun.
Thirty days in jail await any hooligan who screeches his tires in Derby, Kansas.
It’s illegal for women to wear a housecoat while driving in California.
Tourist states like Nevada, Hawaii, Alaska and California enforce laws against driving too slow.
A fine awaits those who allow vehicular molestation by their pets in Kentucky.
Don’t blare your horn at a restaurant after 9:30 P.M. in Little Rock, Arkansas or you’ll get a side of
ticket with that burger.
Don’t park in front of Dunkin Donuts while in Maine. It won’t be worth the trip.
Don’t let road rage get the best of you in Rockville, Md. Swearing from a vehicle is a misdemeanor.
Running into a pedestrian in Sarasota, Florida is only a $78 fine.
It is illegal to spit from a car or bus in Marietta, Georgia. It is, however, OK to spit from a truck.
There is no disrobing in your car in Sag Harbor, New York.
In Dunn, North Carolina, it’s illegal to play in traffic...
or drive on the sidewalk...
or drive through a cemetery.
Do not leave your car door open longer than necessary in Oregon.
Don’t use your car to prove physical endurance on an Oregon road.
Hilton Head, South Carolina forbids the storing of trash in your vehicle.
It’s legal to eat road kill in West Virginia. Yummy!
Police officers must honk their horn or flash their lights and wait at least three minutes before
breaking up any romantic goings-on in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.
You can’t change your clothes in your car in Evanston, Illinois with curtains drawn.
The ice cream man has been banned in Indianola, Iowa.
The dead poultry delivery man has been banned on Kansas Avenue in Topeka, Kansas.
You’ll get fined if your truck leaves a mess in Minnetonka, Minnesota.
You can’t honk the horn of someone else’s car in University City, Missouri.
There’s no tree planting in the middle of the street in Blairstown, New Jersey.
There’s no running out of gas in Youngstown, Ohio.
It’s illegal to shoot whales from your car in Connecticut.
There is no rutabaga street planting in Chico, California.
Spilling your margarita on the street is illegal in Hermosa, California.
Fancy bike-riders should avoid Galesburg, Illinois.
Absolutely under no conditions should you throw your Red Ryder into a street in Iowa.
Benches are not allowed on the street in Reno, Nevada.
Roller-skaters and cars cannot share the road in Canton, Ohio.
Assembly members in Georgia cannot be ticketed while the Georgia State Assembly is in session.
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41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

It’s OK to drive on the sidewalk in Oregon...as long as you yield to pedestrians.
You must give an audible signal while passing a car in Rhode Island.
It’s illegal to ride a camel in Nevada.
Don’t ride an ugly horse in Washington.
You can’t cross the street while walking on your hands in Hartford, Connecticut.
Some birds actually have the right away on Utah streets.
It’s illegal to start a car in Denmark if there’s someone under it.
You can’t drive a car in England unless you’re in the front seat.
Skateboarders in Florida need a license.
Moose are forbidden to have sex on city streets in Alaska

Classifieds
Free classified policy: We are happy to run your auto-related ad for three months free of charge, but
may cut older and non-MG related ads as space requires. Please contact the editor when your item sells
or if you wish to continue the ad for an additional three months.
For Sale: 1978 MGB. Yellow, original 45,600 miles, great condition, good driver, boot and Tonneau
cover, Rostyle wheels professionally reconditioned, all replacement keys, newer tires, British Motor
Certification. This car has been stored in a garage or in a climate controlled facility. Tuned up yearly the
past 10 years at MG Automotive. Located in Kettering. Asking 7500.00. Call Cheryl Ross
(MGCCSWOC member) 937-499-0080, or cherylross8344@aol.com. (Feb 15)

MG Car Club Minutes, January Meeting
Sam Hodges
Our first meeting at 'Fox & Hounds' and boy am I glad I lost that election...
Our President, standing on a chair, has risen... Terry, "Just testing the acoustics..." Dave Gribler,
"There's a pool table behind you there..."
President Looft continued, "It's a long story but basically we were thrown out. Basically we weren't
spending enough money per hour to let us keep the room at BW3. There was also a fight over the menu.
Thanks to Ron and some others, we have this place, no strings attached. We don't know how it'll work
out, but we'll give it a try."
Holiday Party, thank you Ron. Thanks for the full menu. Ron, "There are pics running on my laptop."
Terry, "French Lick, how many heard about the credit card breach of security. Monitor your statements
closely." Skip, "There was a story about a CC breach and it indicated that the French Lick resort would
provide a years worth of CC monitoring." Kathy Goodman, "I got it, they will pay for it. I haven't been
hit yet but it's worth getting just to be safe." Bonnie Hankey, "The morning I was leaving for Panama,
American Express called me reporting there had been apparent fraud on my card." Kathy G., "Apparently
it wasn't the hotel, but the shops and restaurants where the breach occurred."
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What is the largest permanent sporting
facility with 267,000+ permanent seats?
Oops. That was a trivia question from the
weekly trivia contest going on in the big
room... that we can't close off... and we're
kind of stuck with it unless they take a
break... or we do.
Terry continued, " We got thank you's
from the Food Bank and Salvation Army
for our donations in 2014 and new blank
envelopes for us to send them more
money..."
Car updates. "The MGA is doing fine. I'm
neck and neck with Skip." Skip, "No, I'm
ahead, mine's already been painted."
Terry, "The MG V8 is having a new
radiator crafted for it. Carole has
convinced me to redo the engine bay, so
I'm going to take apart a perfectly running
car and redo the engine bay."
Vice President's Report. V.P. Sam
Hodges (Still weird writing about myself
in the third-person. Although I think Sam
could get used to it...) "So, after leaving
my Lincoln Navigator out on one the
coldest nights of the year, I drove to work
the next morning and when I went to put
the window down to open the parking
garage gate, the express-down feature on
the driver's window decided it was going
to do its job admirably, despite the glass still being frozen in the frame. So, after swinging past the dealer
on the way home only to be told that it'd be $200+ for them to fix it, or I could do it myself for about $10
in materials, I spent that evening taking apart the door only to discover that Lincoln, luckily for me, only
silicons the window glass into the lift mechanism. Only took about an hour and it so far appears to be
doing just fine. Just FYI.

Who said, 'Baseball is 90% mental. The other half is physical'? Trivia question. My bad...
Minutes were next. Steve Powell motioned to accept the Minutes as reported. Ron, Parks seconded.
Minutes approved.
Treasurer's Report. Treasurer Dave McCann Sr. was absent tonight. Filling in was Dave McCann Jr.
(who did a remarkably capable job - hint: next elections are only 8 months away) gave the report. The
MGCC had total expenses of Salvation Army Donation ($500.00) + Food Bank Donation ($500.00) +
Skip Peterson reimbursement ($214.50) + Ron Parks Christmas Party reimbursement ($460.31) +
Newsletter postage ($34.30) equals a total loss to the MGCC of $1,709.11.The MGCC had gains from
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Membership ($204.00) and Regalia ($102.00) + Interest gains ($0.04) for a total gain to the MGCC of
($306.04). Total loss to the MGCC was $1,403.07 When subtracted from our beginning balance of
$6,065.19, the MGCC was left with an ending balance of $4,662.12 in the primary checking account.
Gumball cash-on-hand was $80.00 after payment of the January Gumball Rallye. The Savings account
currently has $379.32. It was pretty loud in the back room, and I honestly have no idea who did what, so,
Dave Gribler motioned to accept the Treasurer's Report. Linda Wolfe seconded (I have no idea if she did,
but she was there...). Treasurer's Report approved.
Membership. Carole Looft, "Let's see how loud I can holler..." Terry, "Just pretend like we’re at home."
Dave Estell, "Good thing you're leaving tomorrow." Carole, "He might be going alone."
Carole continued, "Membership total is 87. There are two new members, John Smith and Jerry _____
(Hey, it was loud. Its a minor miracle I got John Smith...)
Activities with Eddie. Fast Eddie Hill, "Hello out there! This is January... Theres actually nothing in
January. My notes say there's a Pub Run, The Second Street Market show has been set for May 23rd,
Cars & Coffee is going to be starting up again. There's something called the 'Think- Spring' classic
driving tour. There are pics going back two years so it might be something we want to take a look at.
Windsor/Detroit Car club is having a Hibernation party in February. Ft. Meigs is June 7th. NAMGBR
Niagara Falls. MGA meet is in Frankenmuth,Michigan this year."
Skip, "BCD will also be the Tiger/Sunbeam Meeting this year. They're going to go in conjunction with
BCD." Pub Run will be at BJ's Brewhouse at Austin Landing (actually it was changed to Archers in
Centerville after consulting with BJ's and discovering that they couldn't accommodate us) Sunday,
February 15th at 5:00.
Who is the all-time leading hit record holder in Major League Baseball? Oops. another trivia question
from the big room...
Sunshine Committee. Terry Looft, "Sue Scocozzo had knee surgery recently." Louie lost a sister-in-law.
Newsletter. Steve's not here. Terry, "He would like to do cars-n-critters. Send him pics of your car and
you pet. I suggested a flopping fish on the hood of a car."
Webmaster. John's not here but we're having website issues. He's kicking around the idea of changing our
domain/server/etc. or maybe getting our own website.
Beer Brake called at 8:05.
Back from Break 8:20
Terry, Old Business. The customary Louie old-joke...
Skip Peterson, "We ordered 250 die-cut vinyl window stickers I should have them this week. Name tags
are still floating out there." Terry, "We have three left." Skip, "I need to talk to Rallye Productions over
doing some for us. Apparently they have a new way of doing it that can bring the cost down." Terry,
"The new C-n-C machine is working perfectly. We might be able to do three lines on the badges now."
Dave Jr., "Can anyone in this club even read the fine print?"
Grille badges. Terry, "We'll table that for now..."
What two cities hosted the first two modern Olympic Games, held in 1896 and 1900?
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Oops, another trivia question, never mind...
New Business. Spring Drive. Any ideas? Spring's coming. Eddie, I just mentioned the Spring Drive...
Eddie, pick a date. Terry, any ideas.
Tech Tips. Linda Wolfe. "Wear long underwear up to the Twist's party or you'll freeze you ass off."
For Sale. Dave Gribler. "I have the following items I'd like to liquidate. New side curtain set for MGA.
Black trunk carpet for MGA. 68-59 door panels for MGB." Terry, "Steve, did you sell your rear end?"
Steve Powell, "I sold my rear end, it was expensive." Terry, "I heard it was worn out." Skip, "It had a bad
worm gear." Steve, "Hey, I've got a plaque. Leave me alone." Kathy G., You know you can have them
rebuilt." Steve, "You speaking from experience?"
Gumball Rallye. Other than a quarterback, who scored the very first touchdown in a Super Bowl? Damn
trivia question!!! I missed who won the Gumball Rallye!
Carole Looft, "We ended up with one extra present at the Holiday Party, a pink snuggie, that we're going
to give away as a Gumball Present." After drawing, Steve Veris wins the Snuggie.
Ron Parks wins the surprise gift - the stocking.
Motion to adjourn 8:34
My ears hurt.
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